OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GERALD €. MANN

ATTOANEY GENERAL uaron lb. 1939

Mr. GCo A, Nulters
County Attorney
San Saba, Texas

Dear Sir:
Opinion No, O~44
Re: Two oommon sohool

€32 : d 3% in San Saba County each
ocontein more than fo y-eig t equa ¢ miles and eech is more than
nine miles in leng . A flood iestroyed a
numter of bridges/in g the Gan Saba and Colorado
Rivers with the result that\gomé\of the pupils were cut o f from
the abtove schoolshand\are attwpndlihg other and difforent schodls

; 3 ¥y, the enrollmsnt in Distriect

No. - 5w the normal teacher-pupil load.
In your . p¢ the number of pupils in the
respcctive . yo advise the number of teeohers em-
ployed” by 4the S gonversation with you we understood

the limit\provide eotion 4 of the Rural Ald Lsw. Your
letter Yoes\not ma clear gust what question you wcat ans-
wered, b er Ahat your contenticn 1s that there is some
kind of an“exs in the Rurasl Aid4 lLaw whioh exempts these

dfstricts r tessher-pupil load limit as contained in
Section 4. herefore, oonclude that your juestion is whe-
ther such distriots are 80 exempted rrom such limit,

Section 2 of s4id Rural Afd Lsw provides that State aid
mey be distrituted in such s way ss to sasist all aschool diatricte
of not fewer than tventy scholastios and not more than five hundred
scholzstios, and provides that schools in spursely settled oounties
myy be exempt from the minimum restrictions of twenty soholastics,
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as hereinafter provided, Since we understand each of these distriots
oontains more then 20 scholastios, there is no ne 4 to concerm our~
selves with what advantages a distriot of.less than 20 soholastiocs
in a sparsely settled county has, Said Seotion 2 likewise provides
that the maximum limitation as to scholastio population shall not
apply for any type of aid to school districts containing forty-eight
sjuere miles or more, or which is nine miles or more in length with s
ccrtain proviso thereto. vie are advised thst neither of these
sohool distriots has more than 500 scholastics and, therefore, the
provision leat above mentioned would not apply. Seotior 4 provides
thet aid may be alloted upon the basis of one teacher for any numbar
of scholastiocs from 20 to % and one addiitional teacher for each
additional 30 soholastiocs, or fractional part therecf, residing in
the district, There 1ls further provision that in making such oom-
putation, transfers into the district shall be ocounted and trasnsfers
out of the distriet shall be excluded for the ourrent yecr. That
section likewise provides that where unusual or extraordinary
conditions cause an actusl increase in enrcllment, an adjustment

may be made as to the number of teachers. Seotion 18, to which

you refer, defines a sparsely settled district as being one of less
than 20 enumeratec scholastics and lying within e county heving

less than 1400 scholestics enumerated in all of the scholasties of
the county. 1In other words, to be a sparsely set:tled distrioct,
there must anot only be less than 1400 scholastios enumerated within
all the common sohool distriots of the county dut the partioular
school district in question must have less than 20 scholsstics,
That Section provices the exemption from the minimum tescher-;upil
load shall in no instance be extended to any districf employing more
than one te-cher except that the State Superintendent may grant

ald for not more than one additionsl teacher for any "“such" common
school district. The word "such” refers to districts of leczs than
20 scholastics in counties having less than 1400 scholastices in

all their oommon school districts,

The” Act nowhere contuins eny provision for exceptional
relief to any district whose number of scholastios is reduced
below the normal teacher-pupil losd by ocalemity. Under the
facts outliped to us, your ~uestion must be answered in the nega~-
tive.

Yours very truly
ATTORNLY GENLEZAL OF TEXAS
By (Signed) Glenn R, lLewis
Assistant
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(Send) Cersld <, Mann,
Attornev Cencerzl of Texas



